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It is not surprising that the writer should claim for the Christian reli-
gion the premier position, but it is gratifying to find such a broadminded
attitude taken up by Christian writers and the Christian Press.

To Europeans and Indians working together for the common good,
this has a special significance. India, with its ancient religions, has much
to give, and the bond of unity between us can best be fostered by a whole-
hearted sympathy and appreciation of each other's form of religion. A
greater toleration on this important question would mean a wider charity
in our everyday relations, and the existing misunderstandings would be
swept away. Is it not also a fact that between Mahomedan and Hindu
there is a great need for this toleration? Sometimes one is inclined to
think it is even greater than between East and West. Let not strife and
tumult destroy the harmony between Indians themselves. A house divided
against itself must fall, so let me urge the necessity for perfect unity and
brotherliness between all sections of the Indian community.

Indian Opinion, 26-8-1905

70. RUSSIA'S NEW CONSTITUTION

The Czar of Russia has given effect to his promise to his people
regarding the introduction of a constitution based on the elective
principle. From the cables received in South Africa regarding its clauses,
it appears that it resembles very little the more democratic constitutions
of modern times, which give wider powers to the people. It is also very
doubtful if even this constitution will be given full effect to. Under this
constitution the power of making laws is apparently vested in an elected
body. Despite all these terms and clauses, however, the Czar has kept his
sovereign authority intact. This has given the constitution a strange
appearance. It makes imperative the assent of the Czar to whatever
laws are passed by the elected National Council, Nobody believes that
this Council will be able to exercise any check on the Czar's power.
Nevertheless, it cannot be denied that the new constitution is a step
which will enable the people to make greater efforts in the future.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 26-8-1905

71. ABRAHAM LINCOLN
Last week we gave a life-sketch of Elizabeth Fry. This time we give
an account of the life of a former American President.
It is believed that the greatest and the noblest man of the last cen-
tury was Abraham Lincoln. He was born in America in 1809 of very
poor parents. He received very little education until he was fifteen